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the past twenty years. Responsible for the im-
plementation of drug and gang prevention pro-
grams such as D.A.R.E. and G.R.E.A.T, Rev-
erend Giles has had a profound impact on
Norwalk’s young people. Because of his good
work, our children are learning the dangers of
drugs, gangs, and youth violence. Reverend
Giles’ efforts have gone a long way in opening
the doors of communication between students
and local law enforcement officials, a crucial
link in the fight to end youth violence.

Even with the incredible responsibilities
Reverend Giles takes on in his professional
career, he has still found time to serve on sev-
eral community organizations, including the
Interdenominational Ministers Alliance of
Greater Bridgeport and Vicinity, Milford’s
Board of Police Commissioners, and New Ha-
ven’s Annual Yom Hashoah Community Ob-
servance in remembrance of the Holocaust. I
have had the privilege of having him serve on
my Military Advisory Committee where he has
taken the time to interview students from
around the Third Congressional District who
are interested in attending our nation’s military
academies.

I am proud to stand today and join Rev-
erend Giles’ wife, Stephany, family, friends,
and the First Baptist Church of Milford in ex-
tending my sincere thanks and appreciation
for his outstanding leadership and invaluable
contributions to our community. My sincere
congratulations, Reverend Giles, on your tenth
anniversary and best wishes for continued
success.
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong opposition of H.R. 2614. I am deeply
disturbed that this legislation was assembled
by the Republican leadership without consulta-
tion with either the President or the Democrats
in Congress. It is a partisan package of tax
breaks for a variety of special interests. It ig-
nores the needs of middle-class families and
does not appropriately deal with the struggles
of rural and teaching hospitals under the Medi-
care program.

This legislation does not contain the bipar-
tisan school construction tax credit bond provi-
sion that would provide $25 billion in interest-
free school construction bonds to help our
crumbling schools. Instead it provides far less
help to school districts, while giving the great-
est tax cuts to wealthy bondholders, not aver-
age taxpayers.

This bill also fails to address the marriage
penalty and reform of the estate tax to protect
small businesses and family farms. Both are
tax cut priorities around which there is broad
bipartisan agreement.

H.R. 2614 does not provide an adequate tax
solution for people who lack health insurance.
Instead, it offers a sham deduction that could
lead to many families paying more for the
health insurance that they already have. Ac-

cording to the Joint Tax Committee, the de-
duction for buying health insurance will only
succeed in helping about 5 percent of the 43
million uninsured purchase health insurance.
Furthermore, this provision could lead employ-
ers to either cut back their contribution to
health insurance premiums or drop coverage
completely for many employees. In short, this
tax deduction is very costly at $10 billion per
year, yet has very little positive impact.

While this bill would increase the minimum
wage 50 cents in 2001 and another 50 cents
in 2002, all other provisions to help workers by
altering overtime and other protections of the
Fair Labor Standards Act have been dropped.
Instead, the bill contains numerous small busi-
ness and special interest tax breaks—such as
$25 billion for an increase in the business
meals deduction, repeal of 4.3 cents of the
diesel fuel excise tax for railroads at a cost of
$1.58 billion and a $250 million tax break for
timber companies.

Instead of providing relief for those health
care providers who really suffered harm from
the 1997 Balanced Budget cuts this legislation
would pass along 41 percent of the increase
in Medicare spending to HMOs. This money
could otherwise be directed toward beneficiary
and health care providers needs. There is not
even a guarantee that HMOs will stay in the
communities they now serve. Each dollar that
goes to the HMO industry in this bill is a dollar
that won’t go to improve coverage for a Medi-
care beneficiary or go to help a rural hospital
remain open.

I cannot support this inappropriate use of in-
creased Medicare dollars. I support meaning-
ful assistance to health care providers and tar-
geted managed care payment increases to
low-reimbursement counties, like many in Wis-
consin, in exchange for their commitment to
remain in the communities they serve for at
least three years and not abandon seniors like
so many have.

This Congress has failed to pass any mean-
ingful health reform, such as the Patients’ Bill
of Rights or a Medicare prescription drug ben-
efit, and instead has chosen to provide tax
breaks for special interests and millions of dol-
lars in Medicare spending to HMOs. I urge my
colleagues to oppose this bill.
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Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to H.R. 2614. While I believe that
there are many good provisions in this bill, I
must object to it because it does not restore
Medicaid and the State Children’s Health In-
surance Program (SCHIP) benefits to legal im-
migrant women and children. In 1995, Con-
gress imposed a 5-year ban on providing
Medicaid and CHIP coverage to recently quali-
fied immigrants. In 1996, Congress passed an
immigration bill that split families; threw out
due process; and took away discretion. But,
worst of all, Congress took away compassion.

So, I’m not here just as a Member of Con-
gress or as the Chairman of the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus Health Task Force.
I’m here as an American upset with the laws
that discriminate against my fellow human
beings. Today we stand before you to defend
the women and children who fled tyranny and
poverty only to be denied the health care af-
forded other Americans. We are talking about
people that came here legally, play by the
rules, and pay taxes. I firmly believe that we
should include a provision that give states the
option to provide SCHIP and Medicaid bene-
fits to lawfully present immigrant low-income
pregnant women and children. Children and
pregnant women who are denied coverage
through the SCHIP and Medicaid 5-year ban
usually can’t get other vital health care cov-
erage. As a matter of decency, as a matter of
economics, as a matter of public health, legal
immigrant children and pregnant women de-
serve the same access to essential health
care coverage offered to citizens. For preg-
nant women and their children, regular pre-
natal care and early intervention saves lives
and dollars.

Children who have routine office visits and
immunizations grow to be healthy adults with
less medical complications. Children mon-
itored by pediatricians are less likely to be vic-
timized by chronic and communicable dis-
eases. Preventive care minimizes emergency
room visits, a costly and inefficient way of pro-
viding health care. Remember, diseases do
not ask to see a passport. The 5-year ban on
providing Medicaid and CHIP coverage has
been the greatest barrier to health care for
legal immigrants. It’s time to make the system
fair for everyone.
f
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am very con-
cerned about the deteriorating political, eco-
nomic and security situation in Laos which re-
mains under the brutal control of one of the
world’s last remaining Stalinist regimes. More
is needed to promote democracy, basic
human liberties and human rights—and to
stop the serious, ongoing intervention by Viet-
nam’s military and security forces in the inter-
nal affairs of Laos. This is needed to serve the
interests of the American people and the free-
dom-loving people of Laos, Vietnam and Thai-
land.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Center for
Public Policy Analysis and its Executive Direc-
tor, Mr. Philip Smith, as well as Colonel
Wangyee Vang of the Lao Veterans of Amer-
ica for their leadership in helping to convene
the U.S. Congressional Forum on Laos. Many
of my colleagues from both sides of the aisle
have participated in this important forum se-
ries on Capitol Hill over the course of the
106th Congress. It has helped to develop en-
hanced awareness and understanding of the
serious developments in Laos by policy-
makers. I am proud to have participated in a
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